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IPERC Columbus Host Families Needed
For 2021-2022 School Year and Beyond

An experience that will change your life...
...and the life of an international student.

The IPERC Hosting Program

IPERC is a non-profit Columbus-based international educational exchange program that assists
schools with their international programs. IPERC offers international students who are interested in an
American school experience the opportunity to stay with a host family. We work closely with schools to
ensure both the student and his or her host family have an incredibly positive experience for several
years!

IPERC is currently seeking host families for the 2021-2022 school year and beyond. We are currently accepting
new host family applications for an incoming 8" grade international student for the 2021-2022 school year.

To qualify, we ask that host families live within 20 minutes of the Bexley area, can provide our student with her
own room, all meals excluding school lunches, and preferably transportation to/from school and extra-curricular
activities. Through hosting, families receive the opportunity to learn about the customs and languages of another
culture, as well as build lifelong bonds between the family and the student. The host family will receive a monthly
stipend of $1,000.00 for hosting.

If you are interested in opening your home and heart to an international student, you can access the host family
application here: Become an IPERC Academy Host Family

IPERC will provide a $300.00 referral payment to anyone referring a family who hosts our student.

Still not sure about hosting? Please see our Informational Sheet and FAQ

Questions?

Contact: Jennifer Mayer, Program Director

Email: hostfamily.iperc@gmail.com

Phone: 614-553-8513 (office) 480-205-0096 (cell)
Website: www.iperc.org



http://www.iperc.org
http://www.iperc.org
https://www.iperc.org/hostfamily
https://www.iperc.org/hostfamily

ATTENTION BEXLEY FAMILIES

IPERC is currently seeking host families for the 2021-2022 school year and beyond. We are
currently accepting new host family applications for an incoming international student who will be
in the 8th grade and attend Columbus School for Girls for the 2021-2022 school year.

To qualify, we ask that host families live within 20 minutes of the school, are able to provide our
student with her own room, all meals excluding school lunches, and preferably transportation
to/from school and extra-curricular activities. Through hosting, families have the opportunity to
learn about the customs and languages of another culture, as well as build lifelong bonds
between the family and the student.

The host family will receive a monthly stipend of $1,100.00 for hosting.

If you are interested in opening your home and heart to an international student, you can access
the host family application here: Become an IPERC Academy Host Family

IPERC will provide a $300.00 referral payment to anyone who refers a family who hosts our
student.

Still not sure about hosting? Please see our Informational Sheet and FAQ included below.

For questions, please contact:
Jennifer Mayer, Program Director at hostfamily.iperc@gmail.com



Potential IPERC Host Family FAQ’s

Q: I’'m hesitant to host because of the virus, will my student be required to quarantine upon
arrival?

A: IPERC understands your concern and asks that you do not pass on the opportunity to host
solely because of this. Students will be required to quarantine for 14 days upon arrival into the
US and IPERC will take all precautions necessary in order to ensure the safety of our host
families. IPERC can arrange “off-site” quarantine for students prior to move-in, if host families
prefer. .

Q: Will students be able to return from China in time for school to start this coming fall?
A: As things begin to open again, IPERC, along with our partner schools, are planning for students
to return as usual in the fall. Should any travel restrictions cause arrival delays, we will work with
our schools for alternative plans and update host families accordingly.

Q: Will | be provided with information about my student prior to his/her arrival?

A: Yes, your local Host Family Coordinator will provide you with your student profile prior to his/her
arrival. We also encourage you to communicate with him/her via WeChat, email, Skype, etc in
order to get acquainted with one another prior to arrival. IPERC will provide you with your student’s
contact information.

Q: What kind of support is provided to the host family?

A: Host families have a local coordinator that can be contacted at any time to help answer
questions or respond to any issues that come up. The coordinator is in contact at least once a
month to check in and make sure both the host family and student are having an enjoyable
experience.

Q: Do the students speak English?

A: The students go through interviews with the school to ensure that their English language
proficiency is enough to competently complete the school work required of them. They also
need to demonstrate their English ability during their visa interview. There is an adjustment
period, of course. One of the main goals for international students is to improve their English.

Q: What grade are the students in?

A: IPERC assists students in Grades 6 through 12. Most students are 9th graders since they
plan to attend all 4 years of high school. We do get applicants for all grades as well as returning
students who sometimes need a new home.

Q: What if | want to continue hosting after one year?

A: We have host families who host students for just one year, some who host the same student
for their entire high school career, etc. Hosting is a 10-month commitment that is re-evaluated
by IPERC and the host family each year.



Q: Can the student share a bedroom with another international student or with one of my
children?

A: We do allow students to share a bedroom with another student of the same gender.
However, we do try to avoid this if possible and prefer that the student has his/her own
bedroom.

Q: What does the stipend cover?

A: The stipend covers the student’s living expenses (utilities, room, etc.), transportation costs,
and all food aside from school lunches. Tuition, medical, and any academic costs are paid for by
the student. Additional activities the student participates in, such as joining a club at school or
going to the movies with friends is also paid for by the student.

Q: What household duties are the students expected to do?
A: Students are expected to clean up after themselves and keep their room clean. Students can
do their own laundry if preferred by the host family and be given other weekly duties as needed.

Q: What kinds of diet restrictions will the student have?

A: Most Chinese students do not have any strict diet habits, but they are partial to their native
foods and meat is typically a central part of their meals. We typically recommend offering to take
them to the grocery store with you or occasionally visiting the Chinese Grocery store to help
them make some food choices for themselves. They may ask to cook the family a traditional
Chinese meal every once in a while, but students will enjoy whatever the family cooks for meals.

Q: Do the students have health insurance?

A: The students do come with their own health insurance. If needed students can go to a
minute-clinic, or urgent care, or a hospital in cases of extreme emergency . They will not have a
regular family doctor. Any bills will be paid by the students’ natural family. The Host Family does
have medical authorization to make emergency decisions on the natural parents’ behalf.

Q: What if the student has a medical emergency?
A: Host families are provided with emergency medical authorization to make decisions on
behalf of the student’s natural parents.

Q: Will the student stay at my house when school is out on an extended break?

A: Most students do remain with the host family during the holidays - on rare occasions they will
choose to go home for extended periods that school is out. Students can travel with the host
family and we can also assist with alternative placements during these times if you are unable to
host during your family’s scheduled travel.

Q: Are the students allowed to stay at a friend’s house?
A: Students can have sleepovers with friends with host family permission. We request the host
family get the name and contact information of the friend’s parent(s).

Q: What if my student wants to go out of town with friends?
A: Students are allowed to travel with proper authorization. They must complete the following
form and get signed permission from both their natural parents, host family, and IPERC.



Q: Do | need to purchase the student’'s books or uniforms?
A: The student comes with their own spending money. They purchase: books, supplies,
uniforms, school lunch, clothes, etc.

Q: Will I need to help the student with their homework?

A: Our organization works closely with the school and student to ensure they are receiving extra
tutoring if necessary. The Host Family does have Progress Book access and we want host
families to treat this student as their own child, and sometimes that means talking to the student
about what challenges or extra help they need if they are struggling.

Q: Do host families have access to the student’s grades?
A: For schools with online grade accounts the host family will have access to up-to-date grades.
We do recommend checking these to make sure that the student is staying on track.

Q: Will my student participate in any after-school activities? Sports or clubs?

A: We do strongly encourage our international students to get involved in a club and attend
sporting events if they have free time. In some cases, international students are not able to
participate in competitive sports.

Interested families can register here: Become an IPERC Academy Host Family

For questions, please contact:
Jennifer Mayer, Program Director at hostfamily.iperc@gmail.com
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Columbus School for Girls Host Family Needed
For 2021-2022 School Year and Beyond

IPERC An experience that will change your life...

...and the life of an international student.

The IPERC Hosting Program

IPERC is an international educational exchange program that assists schools with their international
programs. IPERC offers international students who are interested in an American high school
experience the opportunity to stay with a host family. We work closely with schools to ensure both the
student and his or her host family have an incredibly positive experience for several years!

Hosting Family Role Hosting Family Benefits

Providing a student with a safe, supportive
and loving home for 10 months every
academic year.

Welcoming a student as a member of the
family, and encouraging the student to
participate in all aspects of family life.
Providing students with his/her own bed and
a place to study, as well as all meals
excluding school lunches.

Providing transportation to and from school
(or by school bus).

Encouraging the exchange of ideas, and
providing students with exposure to the
cultural and social environment of the home
and neighborhood.

Providing the love and understanding a young
person needs to enjoy a successful academic
year in America.

Hosting an international student is one of the
most rewarding experiences that you and
your family can have!

Learning about the language and customs of
another culture will be a priceless gift that you
receive as a host family and one that you also
give back to your student.

It will be a lifelong bond between your family
and your student that makes the cultural
exchange program valuable!

Host families will be invited to join traditional
festival celebrations.

Host families will receive a monthly stipend.
This stipend covers student expenses and
shows our gratitude to the host family for
taking on the responsibilities of parenting a
teenager.

Register to host at: Become an IPERC Academy Host Family
Questions? Email: hostfamily.iperc@gmail.com
Phone: 480-205-0096

Website: www.iperc.org



